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Â Ideals and Ideologies: A Reader, 9/e, is a comprehensive compilation of original readings

representing all of the major 'isms'.It offers students a generous sampling of key thinkers in different

ideological traditions and places them in their historical and political contexts. Used on its own or

with Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal, the title accounts for the different ways people

use ideology and conveys the ongoing importance of ideas in politics.
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Terence Ball received his Ph.D. from the University of California at Berkeley and teaches political

theory at Arizona State University. He taught previously at the University of Minnesota and has held

visiting professorships at Oxford University, Cambridge University, and the University of California,

San Diego. His books include Transforming Political Discourse (Blackwell, 1988), Reappraising

Political Theory (Oxford University Press, 1995), and a mystery novel, Rousseau's Ghost (SUNY

Press, 1998).  Richard Dagger earned his Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota and has taught at

Arizona State University and Rhodes College, and is now professor of political science at the

University of Richmond. He has been a faculty fellow of the Center for Ethics and Public Affairs,

Tulane University, and is the author of many publications in political and legal philosophy, including

Civic Virtues: Rights, Citizenship, and Republican Liberalism (Oxford University Press, 1997).

I had to use this for my Political Philosophy class and I must say, it's a great textbook that offers an



unbiased look into differing political theories that comprise the field of Political Science. It speaks

primarily about Conservatism, Liberalism, Socialism, Marxism; all speaking in terms of how they all

want to achieve the democratic ideal-analyzing them all in terms of how they explains human life,

evaluates our current circumstances, how the ideology offers orientation to it's followers, and how

they are put into political programs to overall establish change. I would definitely recommend it if

you're a fan of politics, philosophy, if you're taking a class, or anything really, it is an easy read,

especially for a philosophy book. If I had to rate this, I would probably give it a four star- at times it

could be a bit tedious but that's always to be expected for a text book; had it been able to captivate

me more and inspire me to think on all the varying topics more, I would have given it a five star, but

since it was merely telling me the information rather than willing me to think for myself on the issue,

four stars sounded about right.All in all, I would say that it was a great book and worth the read, so

I'd say get it.

fantastic book !
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